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geei= Renaissance Astrology 


Planetary Talismans from 
The Book of the Treasure of Alexander 


he Book of the Treasure of Alexander is a medieval text of 

astrological magic, alchemy as well as containing extensive 

information on poisons. In the advanced Islamic civilization 
of the Middle Ages Alexander was equated with the Quranic Dhul- 
Qarnayn, the “Two Horned One’, a great ruler who reached the rising 
place of the Sun and erected a great iron wall against the giants Gog 
and Magog. That Alexander had been tutored and advised by the 
great philosopher Aristotle excited considerable interest in the Middle 
Ages, particularly as esoteric works on astrology and magic were later 
attributed to Aristotle. 

The Book of the Treasure of Alexander is prefaced by an 
introduction explaining its magical provenance. It was found, 
according to the introduction, during the reign of the 9th century 
Abbasid Caliph Al-Mutasim in the Byzantine city of Amuria, known 
in Arabic as Amuriyat or Ammuriye. After the forces of the Caliph 
conquered the city they investigated the contents of a monastery 
known as the House of the Legacy. After considerable effort and a 
prophetic dream of the Caliph himself, they discovered within the walls 
of the monastery a vault of copper containing a smaller vault of gold, 
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within which was a book engraved in gold and written in Greek and 
Latin, the Book of the Treasure of Alexander. 

Despite the fascinating and exotic story of its origin, the Book 
of the Treasure of Alexander is clearly in the mainstream of medieval 
Islamic Hermeticism as can be seen from the frequent references to 
Hermes Trismegistus and its reliance on Hermetic philosophy. 

An extract from the Book of the Treasure of Alexander 
on 7 planetary seals or talismans follows. These talismans are very 
interesting mix. For the most part they are exaltation talismans, to 
be created when the planet is in its exaltation degree. Later medieval 
and Renaissance practice considers a plane to be exalted throughout 
the sign of exaltation, but earlier texts provide a specific degree of the 
exaltation. I follow the medieval/Renaissance practice of considering 
the planet exalted throughout its sign of exaltation, but I do think the 
exaltation degree is particularly powerful. Another wrinkle to be aware 
of is that traditional sources would list, for example the Sun as exalted 
in the 19th degree of Aries where as a modern source would say that 
the Sun is exalted at 18 Aries. Both are referring to 18° Aries 00’ - 18° 
Aries 59’ but using ordinal versus cardinal numbers, like 1875 being in 
the 19th century. Here are the exaltation degrees of the planets: 


Moon: 3rd degree of Taurus 2°00’ - 2°59’ 
Mercury: 15th degree of Virgo 14°00’ - 14°59’ 
Venus: 27th degree of Pisces 26°00’ - 26°59’ 
Sun: 19th degree of Aries, 18°00’ - 18°59’ 
Mars: 28th degree of Capricorn 27°00’ - 27°59’ 
Jupiter: 15th degree of Cancer 14°00’ - 14°59’ 
Saturn: 21st degree of Libra 20°00’ - 20°59’ 


Additionally the North Node or Caput Draconis is said to 

be exalted in the 3rd degree of Gemini) and the South Node or Cauda 
Draconis in the 3rd degree of Sagittarius, but traditional Western 
sources give us no indication of the practical significance of the nodes 
being exalted. 

While the BOTA 7 planetary seals are predominately exaltation 
talismans, various additional astrological conditions are provided for 
individual talismans. The Sun talisman for example, is to be made 
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when the Sun is in the 19th degree of Aries. Interestingly enough the 
text is emphatic that the “engraving and mounting” of the talisman 
must be done while the Sun is in the specified degree. I have always 
similarly insisted that the talisman take on its final form at the elected 
time and that simply consecrating it at an elected time is not in 
accordance with the traditional sources. The text then notes that if the 
talismans is made with the Moon in Leo and aspecting the Sun that it 
will bring honor and elevate one’s position, etc. 

The Moon talisman is interesting because, in addition to 
being exalted the Moon needs to be conjoining Venus and more than 
60 degrees from the Sun. Generally within 8.5 degrees of the Sun is 
considered combust and a serious affliction, while within 17 degrees or 
under the Sun’s beams, is considered a minor affliction. Requiring the 
Sun to be 60 degrees or 2 signs away is quite unusual. 

The Saturn talisman is unusual in that in addition to the 
standard exaltation degree of the 21st degree of Libra, the talisman can 
also be made at the 10th degree of Aquarius. Saturn rules Aquarius 
and this is his day sign and joy, but BOTA is the only source I am 
aware of that makes the 10th degree of Aquarius analogous to the 
exaltation degree. The fact that this talisman uses a scorpion image is 
unusual as well because scorpions are usually not connected to Saturn 
or Libra or Aquarius. The sign Scorpio is almost universally used in the 
other numerous scorpion repelling talismans in traditional sources. 

The Mars and Jupiter talismans are straightforward with the 
planet in its exaltation degree and aspected by the Moon. The Mercury 
and Venus talismans are similar, but also include electional instructions 
for the use of the talisman in addition to the time of creation. 

Finally we have a bonus talisman for stopping bleeding, which 
is very interesting because it is made when Mars is in Cancer his fall 
and thus afflicted, yet the effect is positive. This is unusual, but helps 
us keep in the mind that all celestial configurations have their due 
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place. 
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The Sixth Art is the Seals of the Seven Planets 
Description of the seal of the Sun, where you will find 


Hermes 


his magnificent seal gives 
authority to whomever will use 
it and it will cause the eyes of the 


king to radiate dignity and to reach and 
accomplish all of his objectives. Whoever 
uses this seal will not be confronted 

by anyone and his fame will rise to the 
height of kings. The time for making 
this seal is when the Sun occupies the 
nineteenth degree of the sign of Aries. 

At this time take nineteen mithgals of 
red gold and make a large bracelet with 


a large signet. It is important that the signet is around four mithgdls 
and that you engrave upon it the figure to right”. This being done, 


95 37r in the original text. 


The Book of the Treasure of Alexander 57 


place the signet in the bracelet, as is the custom when making a ring. 
This work must be done when the Sun enters the nineteenth degree 

of Aries and the engraving and mounting must be finished before the 
Sun leaves the nineteenth degree of Aries. If the seal is made when 

the Moon is in Leo and in aspect with the Sun, will bring honour from 
kings, to whomever wears it, and one’s position will be elevated and 

all their needs being attended to. All anger towards you will turn into 
admiration. No one will be able to harm you with any evil and nothing 
will block your way. The weight of this bracelet, after engraving and 
mounting is [lacunae]. 


How to make the seal of the Moon to calm down turmoil, 
intrigues, confrontations, and to calm down agitations 
and excess 


1°° will always be fortunate when he 


oever uses this sea 

plows or plants. Whatever you plant shall sprout and 

whenever you are in need of water it shall be obtained. If 
you this seal when traveling on waters or making great and magnificent 
medicines, you be safe from the evil of the waters. If the oceans are 
shaking with strong waves, this being a token of a disturbance in 
the colors of the waters, bind this seal in a cord and lower it into the 
waters. The ocean will calm down immediately. When the Moon 
is in the beginning of the third degree of the sign of Taurus and in 
conjunction with Venus and when there are more than sixty degrees 
between the Moon and the Sun, make a seal of white pure silver of the 
weight of three mithqdls with a large circular signet, and engrave upon 
it what is told in this chapter. The preparation and montage must be 
concluded before the Moon leaves the sign of Taurus and use it when 
the Moon is joined with a benefic and not being in the face of any 
infortune. Know that the Moon should not conjoin within twelve 
degrees her South or Node North; know this and do not ignore this in 
any of your talismanic works. Know that this seal, if being applied on 
was that takes its imprint, will have the same value of the seal itself for 
whomever guards the seal. 


96 This seal does not have an image. 
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How to make the seal of Saturn that calms down the 
desire for union, and agitations of the blood, the flow 
of fevers in the blood, to lower the heat of the fiver and 
against pest 


omever suffers from nervous laughter and seek to reduce 
it, can use this seal. Its use is also against insomnia and will 
fortify the nerves and increase the resistance of the body. 
But it must not be used at all times, because it weakens the sexual 
potency and endures in securing the black bile. 


This is also the talisman of the scorpion , that will cause 
them flee from whomever is using it 


hen Saturn is in the twenty first degree of Libra or in the 

tenth degree of Aquarius 

and the Moon aspects him 
in Libra or in Aquarius, and Mars is 
cadent from Saturn, take seven mithqals 
of black lead, make from this a seal with 
a square signet and engrave on it the 
figure to right”’. Use it when the Moon 


aspects Saturn in aforementioned signs. 

Anoint the signet with the blood of a black goat. Whomever uses it 
will be feared by enemies, their merits will be well noticed, no one will 
look elsewhere when you give advice and no enemy will be able to 
destroy you without just cause. Use as we have advised, because it will 
do all what we have told. It is important to for the wearer to be pure 
and to not enter filthy places or toilets. [Alternatively] anoint the inner 
part of the signet with the blood of a crab from the river or a fish. 


97  40r in the original text. 
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How to make the seal of Mars, which makes cowards 
brave, strengthens your heart and guards it against 


deceivers, thieves and enemies 


he seal of Mars gives the 

best protection in times of 

war. Whoever uses it will not 
need to fear arrows and nothing made 
from iron will injure whoever wears 
this seal. It will enable you to hinder 
all adversaries and it will save your in 
battle. Hermes says: “If Mars is in 
Capricorn and the Moon aspects him 
from Scorpio, take five mithqals of good 


steel and make from this a square signet 
and engrave the figure to right®® which is the seal of Mars. 


How to make the seal of Jupiter which diminishes 
weakness and beating of the heart at the time of its use, 
and ends physical discomfort and colic of the stomach 


e uses it will be loved by all ‘ 

people, who will praise and yy j 

compliment him. If you have xq < 
‘ f S 


a dispute with an adversary you will be 

able to dominate him and yet also be 

on good terms with him. It is powerful 

in controlling judges and religious men. 4 
Whoever uses it will conquer anything 


he is confronted with, be saved from any 
danger and even in transactions of great 
risk he will gain. When Jupiter is in the fifteenth degree of the sign of 
Cancer and the Moon aspects him from Pisces, take six mithqals of tin 
and make a seal whose signet is square and engrave on it the figure to 


98 39v in the original text. 
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right”. And if the Moon is in conjunction with Jupiter in Cancer in 
this degree or close to it is even better. 


How to make the seal of Mercury, which dispels 
hemiplegia, facial paralysis, smallpox, convulsions and all 
cold afflictions 


his seal is useful when 

you seek to control vizirs, 

librarians, scribes and wise 
men. Whoever uses it will have 
elegant manners and be intelligent, 
and guard well what he hears. No one 
will overcome you in any argument 
and all matters of the soul and all 
questions of Mercury will be clear 
and understandable for him. He will 
know how to entertain correct ideas, and will have a wise soul, strong 


reason and hold accepted opinions. The answer to many complicated 
questions will be resolved in dreams and if you suffer from epilepsy 
the illness will disappear. If it is placed upon young boys suffering 
from nightmares, who cry or are epileptic, these evils will disappear. 
It also cures melancholy in he who wears it. Take the copper knows 

as taliqun'” 
and gold. Make a seal that can be worn on the body weighting two 


or Chinese iron and mix it with equal parts of silver 


mithgals with a signet. Do this when Mercury is in the beginning of 
the fifteenth degree of the sign of Virgo, direct and free from malefics. 
Engrave the figure above to right'®' on the signet when the Moon is 
in Gemini aspecting Mercury or is in conjunction with Mercury in 
Virgo. Use this seal whenever the Moon is in any of the two houses of 
102 


Mercury'”, or when the Moon is in any good aspect of Mercury. This 


is the seal of Mercury 


99  40v in the original text. 

100 A mixture of copper and other metals. 
101 41r in the original text. 

102 Gemini or Virgo. 
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The Seventh Art is called the Talismanic Art 


How to make the seal of Venus, which generates 
sympathy and attraction towards women and increases 


sexual potency 


e who uses the seal of Venus 
will always be happy and 
joyous, he can also cause 


hysteria to disappear from women 

who suffer from this evil and cure all 
afflictions of the uterus. It also helps Sxl 
to diminishing and stop hemorrhage. > = 
When Venus enters the twenty eighth = {77 


degree of Pisces and is sextile with the 


Moon in Taurus and Mars in Scorpio, 
take then take three mithqals of yellow copper, and affix to this a stone 
of lapis lazuli of a strong blue color, which must be free from white 
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impurity lines and engrave on this stone the figure to right'*’. The lapis 
stone must be square, and the engraving must be begun when Venus is 
in the twenty eighth degree of Pisces. Use it whenever the conditions 
of the making recur or when the Moon is in Cancer and making a 
favorable aspect with Venus. In addition, the Moon should not be 
aspecting Saturn. The use of the seal should be when the Moon is 
outside of the angle of vision for Saturn, while Mars is making a sextile 
or trine to Venus. 


Talisman for stopping hemorrhage, dysentery and bleeding 
from any part of the body 


hen Mars is in Cancer, take a piece of steel weighing 


approximately ee eR 
thirty mithgdls and ede AK 44 one 


, D ole dior acon Sle ote 2 
make a bracelet, not circular, 7 ° aia = 


but cylindrical and cut in such 


oe srebyg 
way that both sides overlap each es Cr T~ 3 


pode 
an . ‘ . ‘ \ 
obs ailon baci ot be = 2 12dE 


other. Engrave on the more ve 
visible face of the bracelet the a el 
figure to right'™ of two serpents, 


which have their tails entwined 
in each other, and write your 
desire in the middle of the bracelet. On the part that turns inwards, 
which touches the body of the one that will use it, engrave the figure of 
a serpent with head of a lion and following the figure you will write the 
charm. You should write these letters in red and black, in two lines, 
from the head to the tail of the serpent. 


103. 42r in the original text. 
104 42v in the original text. 


